
PRESS RELEASE   

from BRF Ministries 

  

BRF Ministries is the home of Anna Chaplaincy, BRF Resources, Messy Church and Parenting for Faith. As a Christian 

charity, we inspire, equip and support people of all ages to grow in faith. Find out more at brf.org.uk.  

BRF Ministries, 15 The Chambers, Vineyard, Abingdon OX14 3FE 
Bible Reading Fellowship is a charity (233280) and company 

limited by guarantee (301324), registered in England and Wales 

 

23 October 2026 

Power and Privilege  
Reckoning with stories from scripture for everyday life 

Edited by Sam Hole 

Pb, ISBN 978 1 80039 527 5, £9.99 

 

The themes of power and privilege are currently the subject of high-profile, and 

often controversial, scrutiny in many churches. This collection draws together 

internationally renowned scholars and practitioners to consider what may be 

learned for Christian life today from the biblical stories of how individuals handled (and mishandled) 
the responsibilities of power and privilege. It aims to help readers and churches both to recognise the 

power they hold, and to inspire them to consider how they use it well to live wise and faithful lives. As 

Sam Hole writes in his introduction: ‘Power and privilege are unavoidable realities of life in the world, 

with great potential for good and ill. We are called to be wise to their temptation and discerning of the 
many ways we and others abuse them. And it is at the same time our Christian duty to learn how to use 

them well, so that we may together build up the body of Christ.’ 

Praise for Power and Privilege 
‘This timely book addresses issues which are unavoidable in the very nature of human structures, 

including institutional churches… It should make us all stop and think, especially those of us who hold 

positions of leadership and influence, and demand of us particular care, wisdom, and gentleness as we 
use all we have and are in the service of the kingdom of God.’ – Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York 

‘This is an outstanding set of studies that cannot fail to move, challenge, and change its readers. It will 
inspire all those who engage with each of the chapters, and it gives us rich, fresh new insights into well-
known biblical stories and characters.’ – Martyn Percy, former Dean of Christ Church, Oxford 

‘This book feels timely and necessary. It brings together some of today’s most stimulating theologians 
to wrestle with the question of power – something the church cannot sidestep. What makes it 
especially compelling is the way it grounds that question in the lives of familiar biblical figures like 
Moses, Ruth, and Esther, drawing us into the twists and turns of lives not unlike our own. The result is 
searching, constructive, and genuinely helpful: real wisdom about holding and using power well.’ –
Olga Fabrikant-Burke, Tutor in Old Testament, Ridley Hall, Cambridge 

About the writers 
Sam Hole is Chaplain and Solway Fellow at University College Durham. Other contributors are Rosalind 
Brown, Simon Oliver, E.S. Kempson, Hannah Malcolm, Walter Moberly, Nitano Muller, Chantal Noppen, 
Philip Plyming and Mike Higton. 
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