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Julian’s famous words ‘All shall be well’ have brought hope and comfort to 
many – simple words that shine light into and on to the darkest of days and 
the most hopeless of situations. But what happens when all is not well, when 

pain and suffering return, when there is no solution to fix the problem, when there is no happy ending?  

As Emma Pennington shows in her new richly illustrated book, this is the searching, questioning cry 

that Julian keeps returning to time and again. Only when she has pummelled Jesus with questions of 
how and why does he eventually reveal to her the heavenly meaning of his words ‘All shall be well’, a 
meaning which reaches beyond the trite and simplistic into the mystery of salvation. Through deep 
engagement with Julianʼs visions of salvation, Emma encourages the reader to reflect in prayer and 
devotion on their own personal relationship with God. 

Praise for All Shall be Well 
‘Reading this book is an extraordinary encounter with a beautiful questioning holiness. Deep 

scholarship made elegantly accessible brings Mother Julian alive. It is a book that will help you grow in 

your faith and would be perfect for an Advent or Lent series in a church.’ The Very Revd Ian S. Markham 

‘This is a beautifully written book which is both refreshing and original. In it, Julian’s writings are 

interwoven with scripture and set within the devotional literature and landscape of the time, giving 
both rootedness and context. It is a book which is the fruit not only of careful study, but also of 
prayerful pondering and reflection.’ Sister Elizabeth Jane CSMV 

‘Like Julian herself, Emma helps us face the challenges of faith lived out in a broken world, while also 
encouraging us to be a people of joyous hope and generous humanity.’ Andrew Braddock, dean of 
Norwich 

About the author 
Emma Pennington is the canon missioner for Canterbury Cathedral. Formerly vicar of Garsington, 
Cuddesdon and Horspath in the Oxford Diocese and chaplain of Worcester College, Oxford, she has 

also been a prayer and spirituality adviser for the diocese and an area dean. She speaks widely about 

the spirituality of Julian of Norwich and is the author of At the Foot of the Cross with Julian of Norwich 

(BRF Ministries, 2020). For more information click here. 
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