
PRESS RELEASE   

from BRF 

  

BRF’s vision is to enable people of all ages to grow in faith and understanding of the Bible and to  

see more people equipped to exercise their gifts in leadership and ministry. BRF ministries include  

Anna Chaplaincy, Living Faith, Messy Church and Parenting for Faith. Find out more at brf.org.uk.  

Bible Reading Fellowship is a charity (233280) and company limited  
by guarantee (301324), registered in England and Wales 

) 

BRF, 15 The Chambers, Vineyard, Abingdon OX14 3FE 

18 August 2023         

An Advent Manifesto 
Daily readings and reflections from Isaiah and Luke  

Martyn Percy 

Pb, ISBN 978 1 80039 094 2, £9.99 

BRF is excited to announce our 2023 Advent book: An Advent Manifesto by 
Martyn Percy. Focused on key passages from Isaiah and Luke, there are daily 
reflections to take readers through Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and 

Candlemas. Here is applied Christian thinking with a radical edge, drawing out the theological, 
practical and political implications of the kingdom of God. Martyn writes: ‘The kingdom of God that 
Jesus proclaims, practises and preaches is a consistent prophetic, political and practical call to change 
the world around. Our return to Christ in the season of Advent is, by tradition, an inner spiritual 
decluttering of our heart, mind and soul. It is also an outward-facing turn to the world, and an 
invitation – no, actually, obligation – to take a full part in the establishment of God’s kingdom.’ 

Praise for An Advent Manifesto 
‘Martyn brings together his passion for justice, biblical scholarship, contemporary analysis and deep 
spirituality. In doing so he still manages to invite us into the conversation, encouraging us into the art 
of contemplation and to discover the familiar Advent and Christmas narratives afresh.’ – Maggie 
McLean, canon missioner, York Minster 

‘An Advent Manifesto creates the space in which you can, day-by-day, make spiritual preparation for the 
birth of the child who transforms history. Rooted in our everyday reality but illuminated by stories and 
insights from a wide range of thinkers, it prompts us to a spiritual decluttering of heart, mind and soul – 
to make us ready for the event which will turn the world right-side-up.’ – Paul Vallely CMG, director, The 
Tablet 

‘An Advent Manifesto is medicine for the soul… At one and the same time it is both calming yet 

challenging, reassuring yet revolutionary. Martyn Percy has delivered a daily tonic for healing and well-
being – both personal and societal.’ – Steve Chalke, founder, Oasis Charitable Trust 

About the author 
The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy is the former dean of Christ Church, Oxford and from 2004 to 
2014 was principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Prior to that he was director of the Lincoln 
Theological Institute and has also been chaplain and director of studies at Christʼs College, Cambridge. 
He writes and teaches on culture, faith, values and public life. 

For more information click here. 
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