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This book of daily Bible readings and reflections for Advent and Christmas is 
based on spiritual insights gleaned from some of the best-known poets of the 
past – T.S. Eliot, George Herbert, Tennyson and Auden, among others. While 
they come from different ages and backgrounds, they wrestled with the same 

questions that we do, about God, love, hope and suffering. This book is not a literary study of their 
work, but a quest to see what they can tell us about life and faith today. 

Their poems are quoted in short sections, with suggestions about what they might mean for us now. 
There are so many aspects of God’s love for us and ours for him that are hard to grasp. While we can 
glimpse only part of the picture, it often seems that, in poetry, our deepest yearnings can come to the 
surface. As we travel the road to Christmas in the company of these great poets, we will find our minds 
enlarged and our hearts touched with something of the wonder and joy of this special season. 

The perfect gift  

One of a series of stunning, commemorative editions of classic BRF titles, Companions on the 
Bethlehem Road would make a beautiful gift, particularly for people who love poetry: an heirloom title 
to return to year after year. 

About the author 

Rachel Boulding was deputy editor of the Church Times, having previously worked at Church House 
Publishing, where she helped to produce the Common Worship materials. Before her death in April 
2017, she contributed regularly to BRFʼs New Daylight Bible reading notes and wrote Celebrating the 
King James Version (BRF, 2010). Rachel also wrote Facing Death, a book of 18 undated reflections 
drawing comfort and encouragement from the Bible and from her own experience, for those going 
through life-limiting illness and for their family and carers. 

For more information and to order Companions on the Bethlehem Road, click here. 
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